December 16, 2012 Pastor Chris Hill

This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 2
Abraham was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of
Judah and his brothers, % Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was
Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, “Ram the father of
Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, °
Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab.... Matthew 1:1-5a (NIV2011)

Rahab - The Woman With A Label

+  Condemned by her

*  Marked by her

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come
and see,” said Philip. John 1:46 (NIV2011)

An Act of Faith

8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof ¥and said to them,
“| know that the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen
on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. Owe
have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you
came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites
east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. ""When we heard of it, our
hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD
your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. "2Now then, please
swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because | have
shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign Bthat you will spare the lives of my
father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that
you will save us from death.” ™ “Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If
you don'’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you kindly and faithfully when the
LORD gives us the land.” 30 she let them down by a rope through the window, for
the house she lived in was part of the city wall. Joshua 2:8-15 (NIV2011)

«  Admitted their
+  Confessed her

¢« A relationship

A Battle Won - A Promise Kept

2 Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s
house and bring her out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to
her.”% So the young men who had done the spying went in and brought out Rahab,
her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all who belonged to her. They
brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. -2
But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her family and all who belonged to
her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives
among the Israelites to this day. Joshua 6:22-23, 25 (NIV2011)

«  Anpicture of God's and

+ Apicture of

*  Anopportunity for a new

% Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the father of Obed,
whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, Sand Jesse the father of King
David. Matthew 1:5-7 (NIV2011)

Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person. The past is forgotten, and everything
is new. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (CEV)

The message of Christmas is that Jesus came
to do for you what you could not do for yourself.

My Next Step Today Is To...
Admit that | am a sinner and that | want to receive God'’s forgiveness,
trusting in what Jesus did for me.

+  Stop approaching God based on what I've done and begin to approach
Him based on what He has done for me.

+  Believe that God loves me in spite of my label and that if | will yield
myself to Him, His love will transform me and my future.

*  Meditate on and/or memorize 2 Corinthians 5:17
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